
 
 

CITIES FOR CLIMATE PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Wednesday, January 3, 2018, 8:00 AM  2nd Floor Committee Conference Room, City Hall 
 
Members:  
Dr. Ann Shedd, Chair  
Peter Hansel, Vice Chair 
Gary Lamoureux, Councilor 
Mari Brunner  
Terry Clark 
Chris Brehme 
Jess Baum 
Dick Cornelius, Alternate 
Jake Pipp, Alternate 
 

Staff:  
Rhett Lamb, Planning Director  
Michele Chalice, Planner  
 

1. Call To Order and Roll Call 
2. Approval of December 6, 2017 minutes  
3. Election of Committee Officers 
4. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory Update 
5. Council response to CCP request re HB 114 and HB 492 
6. Review of CCP founding documents:  

a. Resolution Establishing CCP committee, 
b. Ordinance defining charge to CCP, 
c. Current mission statement, 
d. State definition of Energy Commission 

7. Adjournment – Next Meeting, Wednesday, February 7, 2018 

 

RESOURCES: 

U.S. Department of Energy: Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy: Community Greening: How to 
Develop a Strategic Energy Plan https://www.nrel.gov/tech_deployment/pdfs/community_greening.pdf 

SAVE THE DATE – 2018 CCP RETREAT – Thursday, January 18, 4:30 – 6:30PM, Trustee’s Room, 
Keene Public Library, Winter Street, Keene, NH 

Vital Communities, Energy: http://vitalcommunities.org/energy/weatherize/ 

Energy Transitions Research Lab:  Dr. Thomas Webler, KSC www.energytrans.org 
 
Sierra Club Ready for 100% Renewables campaign: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/about-our-program 

https://www.nrel.gov/tech_deployment/pdfs/community_greening.pdf
http://vitalcommunities.org/energy/weatherize/
http://www.energytrans.org/
http://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100/about-our-program
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CITIES FOR CLIMATE PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017, 8:00 AM        2nd Floor Committee Conference Room, City Hall 
 
Members:       Staff: Michele Chalice, City Planner  
Dr. Ann Shedd, Chair 
Peter Hansel, Vice Chair 
Mari Brunner, Member 
Jessica Baum, Member 
Chris Brehme, Member 
Gary Lamoureux, Member 
Terry Clark, Councilor  
Larry Dachowski, Alternate 
Jake Pipp, Guest 
Nancy Gillard, Guest 
 
Members not present: 
Charles Daloz, Guest 
Dick Cornelius, Alternate 
 
 

1. Call To Order and Roll Call 
 
Chair Shedd called the meeting to order at 8 am and roll call was conducted. 

 
2. Approval of November 1, 2017 minutes 

 
Chair Shedd moved to accept minutes with one correction:  
 
Item four of minutes, second paragraph,  “per capita” instead of “per capital.”  
 
Motion was seconded by Mr. Clark and passed unanimously. 
 

3. Greenhouse Gas Report Update 
 
Ms. Brunner stated that the final update of the report is completed and undergoing internal 
review and comments with SWRPC. She said the numbers have not changed much since the last 
update; however, she did look up the per capita emissions for Keene and compared them to the 
rest of the U.S. and NH. She found Keene’s emissions are the same as the rest of NH and lower 
than U.S emissions; the per capita emissions are 21.6 tons of carbon dioxide equivalents per 
person for the U.S. and 11.8 tons of carbon dioxide equivalents per person for Keene.  
 
Ms. Brunner stated that she found a couple of small errors for the municipal inventory, for 
example, for the vehicle fleet the numbers are 1,006 tons of carbon dioxide equivalents which is 
a bit lower than her last update. She stated that the ICLEI calculator was not set to take into 
account the biodiesel fuel and she has corrected the calculation. Ms. Brunner stated that she also 
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recalculated the street lights and traffic signals numbers and the result was 158, which is 
approximately 20 carbon dioxide equivalents lower than what she reported last time. Chair 
Shedd asked if the number represents the recent conversion to LED street lighting. Ms. Brunner 
agreed that that number includes the LEDs for traffic signals and for some other lighting but not 
for 1,500 street lights that had not yet been converted to LED.  

 
Ms. Brunner suggested that the next step recommendations for communities setting new 
greenhouse gas targets should be focused on intense efforts over a shorter time frame, rather than 
setting longer term goals that can the lose momentum within communities. She said communities 
can work to identify greenhouse gas reduction targets and then outline steps on how to achieve 
and implement those targets over the short-term to improve outcomes. 

 
Vice Chair Hansel asked Ms. Brunner what the next steps are with the Greenhouse Gas Report. 
Ms. Chalice replied that the Planning Department would review it; however, she cannot speak to 
how it will be handled internally with the new City Manager who has not been part of the 
process. She said Mr. Lamb will most likely sit down with the City Manager and discuss next 
steps with the information they have available. Chair Shedd asked how they would disseminate 
public relations for the report, for example, disseminating information at public events during 
Earth month in April. Ms. Chalice said that would be a priority for the City Manager and Mr. 
Lamb and she also suggested that committee members could make recommendations to be 
submitted with the draft about how they would like information communicated to the public. 
Chair Shedd said it would be helpful to have a preliminary notion of the next steps from Ms. 
Brunner to provide them with directions to discuss at public presentations for next April. She 
also stated that April’s Earth month, or Earth Day, could be set as a benchmark to work towards. 
Ms. Chalice asked whether she should include the document in the retreat planning.  Chair Shedd 
recommended that copies be provided in January 3 meeting and before the retreat. Ms. Chalice 
agreed to secure copies for the meeting. 
 

4. Retreat Agenda Compilation 
 
Chair Shedd announced that Mr. Webler from Keene State College has offered to facilitate the 
retreat and she is planning to provide him with specific expectations from the committee before 
she meets with him next week or early January.  
 
Vice Chair Hansel stated 5different thoughts for consideration at the January retreat: (1) 
Modification of the mission statement to focus on transitioning towards a sustainable energy 
community (2) If mission statement is changed, deciding whether or not current members are 
comfortable with staying on board with the new focus (3) Consideration of changing the name of 
committee (4) Resources that will be needed to begin to work towards fulfilling the new mission 
(5) Exploring  addition of members who do not reside in Keene but have strong connections to 
Keene.  
 
Vice Chair Hansel asked Ms. Chalice if there is flexibility on the membership of energy 
committees. Ms. Chalice replied that the energy committee was enabled by state legislation. Ms. 
Brunner replied that Mr. Mack, a past Chair of CCP, and he said they changed the charter to 
make sure CCP could be an energy committee. Ms. Chalice agreed that they could change the 
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name to an energy committee as it is written in the charter that way and membership may be 
flexible although she said she cannot speak to that. Chair Shedd asked about the difference 
between energy commission and energy committee. Ms. Chalice replied that there is no 
distinction between the two in the City of Keene. Chair Shedd asked if the committee would be 
more empowered as a “commission.” Ms. Chalice replied they could take a look at the bill to 
verify that but it would always remain as an advisory committee to Council. Chair Shedd stated 
that the Conservation Commission is able to address water issues without taking those issues 
through the City channels and asked what the scope of independent action would be for an 
energy “commission” as opposed to advisory committee. Ms. Chalice said she would find out the 
differences in scope. Chair Shedd said that the wording of the charge to the committee added 
climate adaptation plans and municipal policies regarding energy conservation, energy 
efficiency, energy generation and zoning practices  and the clause about assisting the City with 
the state and national energy policy impacts is what CCP has been charged with.  
 
Vice Chair Hansel suggested focusing on the (1) Greenhouse Gas Report, ramifications and 
future steps with feedback from Planning Department (2) Creating an inventory of current 
energy sources used in Keene and potential sources.  
 
Chair Shedd stated that Mr. Brehme has a student that may be interested in taking on the solar 
potential of Keene, for example, aspect and slope of rooftops which could be one piece of the 
inventory of Keene’s potential. 
 
Chair Shedd stated that the retreat will last 2 hours from 4:30-6:30 so there is a lot of work to be 
done in that short time. 
 
Ms. Brunner asked if they were still planning to talk about the renewable energy plan idea. Chair 
Shedd responded that the renewable energy may fit into the transition into a sustainable energy 
community. She said she will share information from committee with Mr. Webler and that at 
next month’s meeting perhaps they can revisit foundational documents, copy of ordinance and go 
over the House bill for energy committee and legislation on the agenda. Ms. Chalice asked to be 
informed about any other materials they may need copies of for the next meeting. Chair Shedd 
said it would be helpful to have a copy of the 7 page document from the Department of Energy 
about how to develop a strategic energy plan. Chair Shedd asked everyone to put the retreat on 
their calendars January 18, 4:30-6:30, in the Library Trustees Room. 
 
 

5. Status of City Council Request- Renewable Energy Advocacy Letters 
 

Ms. Chalice stated that it was challenging to ask City Councilors to do what the committee is 
asking without context. She said she attached the article explaining the bills that have been 
introduced to the legislature by particular senators that are asking to pull out of renewable energy 
goals. She said she provided enough background so that they could feel comfortable 
understanding where the measures are coming from. She sent an email to Monadnock 
Progressive Alliance to inform them that the request is an initial reading and the opportunity for 
public input will be at the Planning Licensing, Development Committee meeting January 13 at 7 
pm. Chair Shedd asked other members to attend the meeting to back her up. She stated that the 
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legislature HB 114 would stall NH’s renewable portfolio standard at its current rate of 6% rather 
than this requirement increase to the planned 15% toward the state’s goal of 25% renewable 
energy by 2025. Vice Chair Hansel commented that the wording on the motion is confusing. Ms. 
Chalice said the motion is the revised version and she welcomes edits and comments. Chair 
Shedd said the confusion is due in part to the history of the bill going through various levels. It 
was sent to the Science, Technology and Energy Committee of the House and then a Study 
Committees and she believes this is the bill that this was the bill overruled by a full partisan vote.  
Formerly, RGGI funds would have gone into energy efficiency programs in NH but the 
amendment stated that instead it would go into rebates for consumers and spread out so as not to 
be noticeable. Vice Chair Hansel said the syntax of recommendation # 2 is not clear. Mr. 
Lamoureux said that as Councilors these concerns have already been discussed so the wording 
should be concise and this is an opportunity for the group to educate Councilors at the first 
reading.  
 
Ms. Brunner suggested there is opportunity to combine recommendations #2 and #3 as the 
committee had talked about removing the about consumer rebates. She said RGGI funds were 
intended for energy efficiency project/program funding and should be the main focus as it is in 
other states.  
 
Ms. Brunner moved to remove #2 and take the second half of #3 and state that NH remain in 
RGGI, and to increase percentage of funds that go to energy efficiency to 100%. Motion was 
seconded by Mr. Lamoureux and passed unanimously.  Mr. Clark said he would take the revised 
wording to the meeting tomorrow as the deadline passed. 
 
Chair Shedd asked if anybody else wants to take on the task in 2018 of monitoring decisions in 
Concord and updating committee that would be great. She said NH Representative Shepardson 
sometimes updates the committee on where things are moving on Concord process.  Mr. Clark 
asked if any member of the Keene delegation is on the NH Science, Technology and Energy 
committee. Chair Shedd said she would ask Mr. Shepardson to verify. 
 
Ms. Chalice asked committee if they would like to change July 4 meeting to June 27, 2018. Vice 
Chair Hansel moved to change July 4 meeting to June 27, Mr. Lamoureux seconded and it 
passed unanimously.  
 
 

6. Weatherization +/- Solarization Campaign, Next Steps 
 

Chair Shedd asked about thoughts on the next steps for the Weatherization/Solarization 
campaign as they have not made much progress on this agenda item. Mr. Clark asked if there is 
any way to find out about creating awareness, what progress may have been made by surveying 
neighborhoods. Ms. Chalice suggested that would make a great CSI project for Antioch students 
and she could write something up for a group to come up with case studies, as they case studies 
are powerful as communication tools. She said she could write up a scope for a CSI, however, 
timeline is uncertain. Chair Shedd said there might be a way to track progress through the City 
Code Department. Ms. Brunner asked if they could contact NH Saves and see how many people 
have gone through the process in Keene and gotten rebates. Mr. Brehme said the contractors may 
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have stories to share. Mr. Clark stated that as a realtor he is surprised at the number of houses 
without weatherization. Vice Chair Hansel asked if there is public money involved although that 
would only reveal households that received rebates. Chair Shedd suggested that next meeting 
might be an opportune time for Mr. Meehan from Keene Housing to come in for one of the 
committee meetings. She said Southwest Community Services have people that qualify for 
heating assistance and they could share about their success stories. Chair Shedd suggested they 
try to get Southwest Community Services or Keene Housing at January 5 meeting and a draft of 
a CSI project for Antioch. Chair Shedd asked what the time frame is for CSI projects. Ms. 
Brunner said she believes the deadline is October or November and Ms. Chalice said they could 
try anyway. Ms. Baum also suggested it could be a summer internship opportunity as well.  
 
Chair Shedd asked about thoughts about the Solarization campaign. Ms. Brunner asked if it was 
too early to contact contractors to gauge their interest in Solarization. Vice Chair Hansel said the 
most active contractor in insulation is J A Jubb and perhaps they could see if there is 
coordination between Solarization contractors like Melanson and J A Jubb. He said he could 
contact them to see if there is a benefit to a further conversation. Chair Shedd suggested sharing 
with them the model that is being used in the Upper Valley and Seacoast.  
 

7. Open Committee “Alternate” Positions  
 
Chair Shedd announced that Mr. Cornelius would not be continuing with the committee and 
thanked him for his three years of service. She said that leaves the committee with 2 alternate 
states available. She introduced Mr. Pipp, Antioch alum, as a possible alternate. Chair Shedd 
stated another Antioch student is sending a CV and letter of interest to the Mayor for a possible 
seat in the committee. She said requests for appointment will be going through a nomination 
process this month through Council and appointments would be made in January. Chair Shedd 
said current members continue serving until told otherwise so that they will have quorum for 
January 3. Vice Chair Hansel asked how many members they are looking to fill. Chair Shedd 
responded that they have 7 members, and 2 alternate seats available, and Mayor may be open to 
more full members. Ms. Chalice said there are only alternate positions available as of now. Mr. 
Lamoureux said that January 3 is Election Day. 
 
Ms. Brunner announced that the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation’s annual 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 11 at 5 pm at the HCS building, 312 Marlboro 
Street.  They will be recognizing the college for being a silver level bicycle university. She said 
they will have a couple of speakers including Tiffany Mannion, the newly appointed Bicycle 
Mayor through Cycle Space in Europe and the first Bicycle Mayor in the United States. Second 
speaker is Phil Goff is a Senior Planning Associate with Alta Planning + Design.  He is a design 
expert in alternative modes in rural communities, Complete Streets and encouraging other modes 
of transportation.  
 
Ms. Chalice stated that the City is currently interviewing candidates for an 800 kilowatt system 
on top of the municipal complex on Marlboro Street (Public Works, Police Department) and are 
aiming to have it completed by next December 2018. Mr. Clark said they are also looking to buy 
solar power generated in other places in NH through a power agreement which would allow 
other buyers to purchase at a cheaper rate.  Chair Shedd said that at some point if the power 
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purchase agreement is going to be available to other members of the community, good public 
relations would be necessary. Ms. Brunner said the City is buying 10% of their power from 
Green Energy Sources and asked Mr. Clark what percentage they are looking at. Mr. Clark said 
they have not yet discussed that but his aim would be 100%.  
 
 

8. Adjournment – Next Meeting, Wednesday, January 3, 2018 
 
Chair Shedd adjourned the meeting at 8:57 am.  
  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Ayshah Kassamali-Fox, Minute Taker  
 



 

Figure 1: New NH Energy Projects Cost Comparison  

December 18, 2017 

RE:  HB 114 Freezing the Electric Renewable Portfolio Standard 

 HB 592 Revising Rules regarding the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

 

Dear Members of the General Court: 

The City of Keene writes to encourage you to vote “no” on both HB 114 and HB 592 as impairing the State’s global 
business competitiveness and allowing the burden of increasing energy costs to cripple our residents, municipalities, 
and organizations.  

The New Hampshire State Climate Action Plan of 2009 sets a goal of reducing the State’s Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions by 80% from 1990 levels by the year 20501 to increase New Hampshire’s business competitiveness.  And 
NH’s 25 X ’25 Renewable Energy Initiative set the goal of 25% of NH’s energy from clean, renewable sources by 
the year 2025.  

While the City of Keene’s 2010 Comprehensive 
Master Plan addresses the threats of increased 
energy costs with a call to increase the 
integration of renewable energy sources, 
including solar, into the community’s energy 
mix.  And Keene’s Climate Action and 
Adaptation Plan, calls for the community to 
generate 50% of its energy needs with Keene’s 
goals with regard to energy security, emergency 
services, public health, and local economic 
development. 

All of these initiatives support reducing our 
dependence on dirty fossil fuels that must be 
imported to our region, creating well-paying, 
green-energy jobs and economic innovation in 
our state, stimulating local solutions and local 
cooperation to implement community energy 
projects and solutions.  

These goals and projects are dependent on the 
programs put in place by the NH legislature.  
Figure 1: A 2017 graphic from the studies of 
Professor Mooiman, Franklin Pierce University, 
shows that “energy efficiency is the lowest cost 
option when compared with installing new 
power production capacity.”2  However, the 

                                                           
1 Executive Summary, page 1, NH Climate Action Plan, NH Department of Environmental Services. 
2 NH energy Blogspot by Mike Mooiman, Engineer and Business Program Professor at Franklin Pierce University, 
February 22, 2017. mooimanm@franklinpierce.edu 
 

mailto:mooimanm@franklinpierce.edu


 

current language within both HB 114 and HB 592 would nearly zero-out the funding of energy efficiency and 
renewable energy programs in NH.    

Passage of HB 114 would freeze the current Renewable Energy Standard at 6% instead of its planned increase to 
15%. 

And passage of HB 592, would repeal the “moneys deposited in the energy efficiency fund.” zeroing-out the current 
20% of NH RGGI income funding for energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives, instead, rebating, penny 
monthly savings on current ratepayer’s monthly electricity bills. Whereas, NH has the opportunity, as have many 
other states, to dedicate instead 100% of these funds to efficiency projects for our homeowners’, our schools’, and 
our municipalities’ to take advantage of this “low hanging fruit”, energy efficiency projects, and reduce their 
monthly energy costs for decades to come.   

The RGGI program and the Renewable Energy Standard, already having been approved by your predecessors, are 
key and critical investments in our state’s future economy and quality of life. For an average monthly cost of 36 
cents3 per household, the RGGI program has already proven itself to save energy costs while laying a foundation for 
energy efficiency and independence for all NH citizens.  

Energy costs are only increasing, being borne on the back of our businesses and our citizens, weighing down our 
ability to compete and thrive. The Keene Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) Committee and I, call on you as our 
representative voices to continue to support the increased vitality of this state. We encourage you to consider the 
financial competitiveness of all our state’s interests to the rest of the nation by voting no on the upcoming HB 114 
and HB 592. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mayor Kendall Lane 

City of Keene  

 

                                                           
3 According to PSNH, the cost of RGGI to the average NH household is $0.36 per month. 
http://conservationnh.org/climate-energy/a-rggi-primer/  

http://conservationnh.org/climate-energy/a-rggi-primer/


 
O-2005-03-A 

 
    five 

  
   Cities for Climate Protection Committee  
 
 
 
 
 
That the Ordinances of the City of Keene, as amended, are hereby further 
amended by deleting Section 2-594, “Established”, of Division 1. “Generally”, of 
Article V, “Boards and Commissions”, of Chapter 2 entitled “ADMINISTRATION” 
and inserting a new Sec. 2-594 to read as follows;  
 
 
Sec. 2-594.  Established. 
 
There shall be the following boards, commissions, authorities, councils, and 
trustees (known collectively as boards) in the city: 
 
(a) Airport Advisory Commission. 
(b) Ashuelot River Park Advisory Board. 
(c) Assessor's Board. 
(d) Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Advisory Committee. 
(e) Board of Appeal. 
(f) Cities for Climate Protection Committee 
(g) Conservation Commission. 
(h) Development Commission. 
(i) Downtown Parking and Maintenance Commission. 
(j) Heritage Commission 
(k) Historic District Commission 
(l) Housing Authority. 
(m) Juvenile Conference Committee. 
(n) Library Board of Trustees. 
(o) Martin Luther King/Jonathan Daniels Committee. 
(p) Planning Board. 
(q) Trustees of Trust Funds and Cemetery Trustees. 
(r) Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
 
and to insert a new Division 19 to be entitled “Cities for Climate Protection 
Committee” to Article V, Boards and Commissions of Chapter 2 entitled 
“ADMINISTRATION” to read as follows: 



 
Division 19.  Cities for Climate Protection Committee 

 
  
 
Sec. 2-1088. Purpose. 
The purpose of the Cities for Climate Protection Committee is to aid in the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in order to protect the viability of the 
community and to protect public health, safety, and welfare.    
 
Sec. 2-1089. Membership.  
The Cities for Climate Protection Committee shall consist of 9 regular members 
and up to 2 alternates, all of whom represent a cross section of organizations, 
institutions, businesses and interests in the city. One member of the committee 
shall be a City Councilor.  
 
Sec. 2-1090. Terms.  
Members shall be appointed for three-year terms. However the initial 
appointment shall be staggered so that three members shall be appointed for 
one year, three members for two years, and three members for three years. In 
the event of a vacancy, interim appointments may be made to complete the 
unexpired term.   
 
Sec. 2-1091. Relation to department.  
The planning department will provide staff support to the Cities for Climate 
Protection Committee. Other departments may be called upon as necessary.   
 
Sec. 2-1092. Functions and guidelines.  
The functions and guidelines in this section are established for the conduct of the 
Cities for Climate Protection Committee. The committee shall:  

(1) Coordinate the goals and measures of the Local Action Climate Plan in 
order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

(2) Update the Local Action Plan and Greenhouse Gas Inventory as 
deemed necessary;   

(3) Promote the awards and recognitions the City of Keene and 
community members have received for outstanding work in the climate 
protection arena; 

(4) Serve as an advocate for the City’s interest at the state level in climate 
change policy; 

(5) Assist the city with publicity for the Local Action Plan by bringing the 
benefits of the Plan to the attention of the public through brochures, 
presentations, and other methods; 

(6) Assist with preparation of grant applications and pursue other funding 
mechanisms to implement the goals and measures of the Local Action 
Plan; 



(7) Receive gifts and donations in the name of the City with prior approval 
of the City Council; and 

(8) Perform such other related functions as required by the city council or 
as requested by the city manager. 

 
 
And by replacing the organizational chart contained within Section 2-111, 
“Functions and Powers” of Chapter 2, “Administration” of Article III, “Charter 
Officers” of Division 2, “City Manager” with the attached organizational chart. 
 

________________________ 
Michael E.J. Blastos, Mayor 
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(1)

(2)

DIVISION 19. - CITIES FOR CLIMATE PROTECTION COMMITTEE

Sec. 2-1088. - Purpose.

The purpose of the cities for climate protection committee is to aid in the reduction of greenhouse gas

emissions and increase the community's adaptive capacity to the expected impacts of a changing climate in

order to protect the viability of the community and to protect public health, safety, and welfare.

(Ord. No. O-2005-03-A, 4-7-2005; Ord. No. O-2010-17, 9-16-2010)

Sec. 2-1089. - Membership.

The cities for climate protection committee shall consist of seven regular voting members, one of whom

shall be a member of the city council, all of whom represent a cross section of organizations, institutions,

businesses and interests in the city.

(Ord. No. O-2005-03-A, 4-7-2005; Ord. No. O-2007-10, 6-6-2007; Ord. No. O-2010-17, 9-16-2010; Ord. No. O-

2013-9, 12-5-2013 )

Sec. 2-1090. - Terms.

Members shall be appointed for three-year terms. However the initial appointment shall be staggered so

that three members shall be appointed for one year, three members for two years, and three members for

three years. In the event of a vacancy, interim appointments may be made to complete the unexpired term.

(Ord. No. O-2005-03-A, 4-7-2005)

Sec. 2-1091. - Relation to department.

The planning department will provide sta� support to the cities for climate protection committee. Other

departments may be called upon as necessary.

(Ord. No. O-2005-03-A, 4-7-2005)

Sec. 2-1092. - Functions and guidelines.

The functions and guidelines in this section are established for the conduct of the cities for climate

protection committee. The committee shall:

Coordinate the goals and measures of the local action climate plan in order to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions and increase the community's adaptive capacity;

Update the local climate action plan and greenhouse gas inventory as deemed

necessary;

https://library.municode.com/


(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

Promote the awards and recognitions the city and community members have received for

in the climate protection arena;

Promote and report the successes and e�orts of the committee to the council and

community on a regular basis;

Make recommendations to local boards and committees pertaining to the local climate

action plan and sustainable practices such as energy conservation, energy e�ciency,

and energy generation and zoning practices;

Serve as an advocate for the city's interest at the state and national level in climate

change policy;

Assist the city with community outreach and education for the local climate action plan

by bringing the bene�ts of the plan to the attention of the public through educational

materials, presentations, and other methods;

Assist with preparation of grant applications and pursue other funding mechanisms to

implement the goals and measures of the local action plan;

Receive gifts and donations in the name of the city with prior approval of the city

council; and

Perform such other related functions as required by the city council or as requested by

the city manager.

(Ord. No. O-2005-03-A, 4-7-2005; Ord. No. O-2010-17, 9-16-2010)



CHAPTER 275 

HB 189 – FINAL VERSION 

11Mar2009… 0407h 

05/20/09 1553s 

10Jun2009… 2080eba 

2009 SESSION 

09-0295 

06/05 

HOUSE BILL 189 

AN ACT enabling municipalities to establish energy commissions. 

SPONSORS: Rep. Borden, Rock 18; Rep. Kepner, Rock 15; Sen. Merrill, Dist 21; Sen. Fuller 
Clark, Dist 24 

COMMITTEE: Municipal and County Government 

ANALYSIS 

This bill enables municipalities to establish energy commissions. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - 

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics. 

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.] 

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type. 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Nine 

AN ACT enabling municipalities to establish energy commissions. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

275:1 New Chapter; Energy Commissions. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 38-C the 
following new chapter: 

CHAPTER 38-D 

ENERGY COMMISSIONS 

38-D:1 Method of Adoption. Any governing or legislative body of a municipality may adopt or 
rescind the provisions of this chapter at any duly warned meeting. 

38-D:2 Energy Commission. A city or town may establish an energy commission, hereinafter 
called the commission, for the study, planning, and utilization of energy resources for municipal 
buildings and built resources of such city or town. 

38-D:3 Membership. The commission shall consist of no fewer than 3 nor more than 10 
members. In cities, the members of the commission shall be appointed by the city council subject 
to the provisions of the city charter, and in towns the members of the commission shall be 
appointed by the board of selectmen. Alternate members may be appointed in a like manner and 
when the alternate serves in the absence or disqualification of a regular member, the alternate 
shall have full voting powers. When a commission is first established, terms of the members 
shall be for one, 2, or 3 years, and so arranged that the terms of approximately 1/3 of the 
members will expire each year, and their successors shall be appointed for terms of 3 years 
each. Any member of a commission so appointed may, after a public hearing with notice 
under RSA 675:7, if requested, be removed for cause by the appointing authority. A vacancy 
occurring other than by expiration of a term shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same 
manner as an original appointment. Members of an energy commission shall be residents of the 
city or town which they represent. Members of an energy commission also may serve on other 
municipal boards and commissions, including but not limited to, a conservation commission 
under RSA 36-A, local planning boards under RSA 672, a historic district commission 
established under RSA 673:4, and a heritage commission established under RSA 673:4-a. 

38-D:4 Duties. 

I. The commission shall: 

(a) Research municipal energy use and cost and make such information available to the town on 
at least an annual basis. 

(b) Make recommendations to local boards and committees pertaining to municipal energy plans 
and sustainable practices such as energy conservation, energy efficiency, energy generation, and 
zoning practices. 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIV/675/675-7.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/III/36-A/36-A-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIV/672/672-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIV/673/673-4.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIV/673/673-4-a.htm


II. The commission may appoint subcommittees as it may from time to time require. 

38-D:5 Appropriations Authorized. 

I. A town or city, having established an energy commission, may appropriate money as 
necessary for the purpose of this chapter. All or any part of money so appropriated in any year 
and any gifts of money received under this chapter may be placed in an energy commission fund 
and allowed to accumulate from year to year. Money may be expended from such fund by the 
energy commission for the purposes of this chapter without further approval of the town 
meeting; however, acceptance of gifts over $500 and disbursements over $500 shall require a 
public hearing with notice under RSA 675:7 and approval of the governing body. 

II. The town treasurer, under RSA 41:29, shall have custody of all moneys in the energy fund 
and shall pay out the same only upon order of the energy commission. The disbursement of 
energy commission funds following the approval required under paragraph I shall be authorized 
by a majority of the energy commission. 

38-D:6 Energy Commission Support. The office of energy and planning and New Hampshire 
regional planning commissions may establish programs to assist, at their request, the cities and 
towns which have established an energy commission. 

275:2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 

Approved: July 29, 2009 

Effective Date: September 27, 2009 

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIV/675/675-7.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/III/41/41-29.htm


House Bill 189/RSA 38-D 
Local Energy Commissions 

At Town Meeting 2007 communities across New Hampshire placed resolutions on their 

ballots calling for a strong federal response to climate change.  Many of these cities 

and towns also took advantage of the opportunity to act locally on this global issue 

and began forming Local Energy Committees.  These committees are often comprised 

of local citizens and municipal staff members and are charged with assessing and 

improving community action on global warming and energy use.   

 

As Local Energy Committees began pursuing significant projects within their communi-

ties, local governments sought a means to formalize their roles and responsibilities.  

House Bill (HB) 189 was approved on July 29, 2009 to provide enabling legislation 

for municipalities to establish energy commissions and to define their purpose and 

duties.  This fact sheet is designed to offer an overview of HB189 and is divided into 

two sections.  “The Basics” covers general questions pertaining to the language of the 

bill and “Energy Commissions in Real Life” focuses on the bill’s implications for energy committees and commissions.   

What is HB 189? 

House Bill 189 is an act enabling municipalities to establish energy commissions.  It amends RSA 38 by adding chapter 

38-D entitled “Energy Commissions.”  HB 189 was approved on July 29, 2009 and took effect on September 27, 2009.   

 

How are Energy Commissions adopted? 

According to the RSA, any governing or legislative body of a municipality may adopt or rescind an Energy Commission at 

any appropriately warned meeting.  In a municipality with an annual meeting form of government, the governing body is 

the Board of Selectmen, the school board in a school district, and the board of commissioners in a village district.  The leg-

islative body is the assembly of voters at the Town Meeting, School District Meeting, or Village District Meeting. 

 

According to the RSA, what purpose do Energy Commissions serve and what are their duties? 

Energy Commissions can be created for the purpose of study, planning, and utilization of energy resources for municipal 

buildings and built resources.  The Commission is charged with researching municipal energy use and costs and making this 

information available to the town on at least an annual basis.  It is also responsible for making recommendations to local 

boards and committees pertaining to municipal energy plans and sustainable practices, such as energy conservation, en-

ergy efficiency, energy generation, and zoning practices. 

The Basics 



How many members can serve on an Energy Commission? 

Energy Commissions can have anywhere from 3 to 10 members.   

 

 

How are Energy Commission members selected? 

Energy Commission members are appointed to their 

positions.  In cities, appointments are made by the city 

council and are subject to the provisions of the city 

charter.  In towns, appointments are made by the Board 

of Selectmen.   

 

Can alternate members be appointed? 

Yes. 

 

What is the term that Energy Commission members serve? 

When an Energy Commission is first established, terms are staggered over 1, 2, and 3 year increments so that roughly 

1/3 of the members’ terms will expire each year.  After that, terms are set for 3 years.   

 

Who can serve on an Energy Commission? 

Members must be residents of the city or town that they represent.  Membership on another board or commission does not 

preclude membership on the Energy Commission. 

 

Can funding be appropriated to Energy Commissions? 

Once a municipality has formed an Energy Commission, the governing body may appropriate money to the commission to 

support the purposes and duties outlined in the RSA.  Money appropriated to the commission may be placed in a fund 

and allowed to accumulate from year to year.   

Photo: Town of Durham, NH 

Photo: Nashua Regional Planning Commission 



 Energy Commissions in Real Life 

What support is available for Energy Commissions? 

A variety of agencies and organizations are available to support Energy Commissions, including the NH Office of Energy 

and Planning, the regional planning commissions, and non-profits such as Clean Air-Cool Planet.  Many of these groups 

and agencies are part of the Local Energy Committee Working Group, whose mission is to provide support and resources 

to local energy committees and commissions.   To find out more, visit http://www.carboncoalition.org/.   

 

 

Is there a way to ensure that interested members from an Energy Committee are appointed to a newly formed En-

ergy Commission? 

Members of an Energy Committee who would like to serve on an Energy Commission should send a letter of interest to 

their City Council or Board of Selectmen.  

 

 

What are municipalities doing to encourage their City Councils and Boards of Selectmen to form Energy  

Commissions?  

The NH Community Energy Project website, nhenergy.org, is an excellent 

resource for energy commissions and committees to learn from one an-

other and find out what is going on across the state.  The following is an 

example from Plymouth.  “The Town of Plymouth is working with mem-

bers of our selectboard and planning board to introduce ourselves as 

volunteers.  We started by sending two representatives from the Ply-

mouth Energy Committee to a town planning board meeting (after re-

questing ahead of time to be on the agenda for 10 minutes).  Those two 

representatives introduced themselves to the planning board and basi-

cally said "We are interested in volunteering our time to save energy and money in the Town of Plymouth.  We would like 

to work with you to come up with some ways that we can help accomplish that."  We intend to slowly but surely establish 

a positive working relationship with the planning board and selectboard by introducing some simple projects that the en-

ergy committee can help with.  We have been working with the town planner and have also had a member of the se-

lectboard attend a few of our PEC meetings.  Our next step is a presentation to the selectboard at the end of Septem-

ber.  We will introduce HB189 to our selectboard.  Rep Mary Cooney has volunteered to attend this meeting and help to 

explain the legislative intent behind HB189.  A member of our energy committee is also working on drafting an energy 

chapter for the town master plan.  This is a capstone project as part of a Masters degree in Environmental Science and 

Policy at Plymouth State.”   

 

The RSA only lists two specific duties that the Energy Commissions shall perform.  Can the commissions pursue ad-

ditional activities or are they restricted to those listed in the RSA? 

We recommend that you consult your town’s legal council for assistance with this matter and discuss it with your local gov-

Photo: Grafton County Economic Development Council 



This fact sheet was produced by the New Hampshire Local Energy Committee Working 

Group.  It was formed by the Carbon Coalition Steering Committee following the 2007 Town 

Meetings.  The Local Energy Committee Working Group’s mission is to provide collaborative 

guidance and technical support to New Hampshire Local Energy Committees and Commissions 

seeking to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions within their communities.  Please 

visit our website to learn more: www.carboncoalition.org.  

Learn More 

erning body.  Keep in mind that NH is not a home rule state.  This means that municipalities only have authority to do what 

is specifically granted to them by the legislature and cannot exercise authority on their own.  

 

 

Are Energy Committees equally as eligible for grants and other types of funding as Energy Commissions? 

Eligibility varies by grant opportunity.  While some funding sources may be willing to accept applications from energy 

committees, committees do not have non-profit status or the authority to accept funds on behalf of the town.  Energy Com-

missions, on the other hand, are official commissions of the town and therefore have the legal authority to accept funding 

and the governing structure in place to demonstrate accountability for the funding.   We recommend that you consult your 

town’s legal council for additional assistance with this matter and discuss it with your local governing body.   

 

 

The RSA states that Energy Commissions “shall” perform the listed duties.  What legal obligations are volunteer 

commission members under to ensure the duties are performed?   

We recommend you consult your town’s legal council for assistance with this matter and discuss it with your local governing 

body. 

 

 

What are the benefits to converting from an Energy Committee to an Energy Commission?  Are there circumstances 

in which a municipality would not benefit from establishing an Energy Commission?   

Each municipality is different and we recommend that you consult your town’s legal council for assistance with this matter 

and discuss it with your local governing body. 
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