
PLANNING, LICENSES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Council Chambers A, Keene City Hall 

March 13, 2024 
7:00 PM 

A. AGENDA ITEMS
1. Jared Goodell - Issues Associated with Sidewalk Cafe Licenses
2. Councilor Williams - Consideration for Ordinance Amendment - Requiring

Dogs with a Record of Vicious Dog Offenses to be Muzzled When in
Public

3. Keene Swamp Bats - Request to Discharge Fireworks - Independence
Eve Celebration - July 3, 2024

4. Keene Swamp Bats - Request to Discharge Fireworks - June 5, 2024 &
July 30, 2024

5. Charlotte and David Lesser - Noise Disturbance from a Commercial
Vehicle Generator at 58 Grant Street

6. Let It Shine - Request to Use City Property - 2024 Pumpkin Festival
7. Luca Paris/Greater Monadnock Collaborative – Request to Use Parking

Spaces – Classic Cars – May 5, 2024
8. Operating Rights Agreements with Monadnock Choppers - Flight Training

- Airport Director
9. Operating Rights Agreement with Monadnock Choppers - Aircraft

Maintenance Services - Airport Director
10. Airport Land Leases with Monadnock Choppers Associated with their

Operating Rights Agreement - Airport Director
11. Relating to the Airport Development and Marketing Committee

Ordinance O-2024-03

B. MORE TIME ITEMS
1. Relating to Amendments to the City of Keene Land Development Code,

Definition of Charitable Gaming Facility – Ordinance O-2023-17-A

NON PUBLIC SESSION 
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Jared Goodell 
PO Box 305 
Keene, NH 03431 

February 19, 2024 

Honorable Mayor Jay Kahn 
3 Washington Street 
Keene, NH 03431 

Via Electronic-Mail 

Dear Mayor Kahn: 

As spring quickly approaches, I am requesting that the City Council take a closer look at outdoor dining on City property. 
Outdoor dining, particularly in downtown, is a staple of summer in Keene, however expansion of the practice in recent 
years has created several concerns that should, at a minimum, be discussed. I would recommend that the Council obtain 
information and consider action on the following items relating to outdoor dining; 

1. Outdoor patios that extend beyond the actual frontage of a restaurant. In some circumstances, outdoor dining 
on Main Street & Central Square does include patios which extend beyond the frontage of the restaurant. This 
practice should be reviewed as it is inconsistent with other City code which limits a businesses activity to its actual 
frontage. This practice may be an unfair burden on taxpayers. 

2. Fees charged for using City property for outdoor dining. The current annual license fee for an outdoor patio on 
City property is insignificant. In many cases, restaurants are increasing their capacity by fifty-percent or more. Fees 
charged for outdoor patios should be tied to the prevailing rate per square foot for restaurant space in the City. This 
fee would help to defray downtown maintenance costs paid by tax payers. 

3. Outdoor patios that include audio and/or visual components. In recent years, restaurants have begun to include 
audio and/or visual components to their patios. This practice should be reviewed as visual displays which are 
visible, in whole or in part, by downtown drivers may be distracting and therefore unsafe. Audio components may 
also become offensive if multiple patios in an area are playing different audio sources simultaneously or if their 
volume becomes excessive. It also may be appropriate to specify times at which such audio/visual components 
should be disallowed. The use of City power pedestals for the use of these audio and visual components should also 
be reviewed. 

4. Enforcement of non-compliant licensees. The use of City Property for commerce, in this case for outdoor dining, 
is a privilege and not a right of any downtown restaurant. Code and rules are in effect to protect the historic nature 
of downtown and to ensure fair and safe access to public spaces. Unfortunately, a minority of licensees have been 
non-compliant with existing rules in place relating to outdoor patios. Despite City action relating to non-
compliance, some licensees ignore orders to become compliant. It may be appropriate for the City Council to place 
greater authority in the hands of City staff to administratively suspend and/or revoke non-compliant outdoor dining 
licensees.  

 I look forward to hearing public input from all stake holders regarding the use of City property for outdoor dining and the 
City Council taking careful and prudent action relating to the same. 

        Sincerely yours, 

        Jared Goodell
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February 12, 2024 
 
City of Keene Clerk’s Office 
3 Washington Street 
Keene, NH 03431 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council, 
 
On December 7, 2023, Deborah Leblanc was walking her small dog, Suzette, on North Street when 
Suzette was attacked and mauled by a larger dog. Ms. Leblanc was herself bitten by the large dog as she 
worked with others to wrest Suzette from its grasp.  

As a result of this attack, Ms. Leblanc has felt unsafe in her neighborhood and has had to seek medical 
care as a precaution against rabies infection. Suzette has faced substantial veterinary bills and a difficult 
recovery. 

The dog that attacked Suzette is known to be a repeat offender, with a record of attacking another dog 
in Keene last year.  

Ms. Leblanc has expressed to me her concern, which I share, that the City appears to have limited tools 
to prevent the dog that attacked Suzette from attacking other small dogs in the future.  

She has suggested that the City Council pass an ordinance requiring dogs with a record of attacking 
other dogs be required to wear a muzzle when in public. I believe the City Council would be empowered 
to pass such an ordinance under RSA 466:39. 

I ask that this matter be brought before a Council committee for discussion and consideration of a 
possible ordinance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bobby Williams 

City Councilor, Ward 2 

 

Page 6 of 21



Page 7 of 21



Page 8 of 21



Page 9 of 21



Page 10 of 21



Page 11 of 21



Page 12 of 21



Page 13 of 21



Page 14 of 21



January 9, 2024

Honorable Mayor Kahn and Keene City Council,

The Let It Shine Board would like to submit its request for a license for the 2024 Keene Pumpkin Festival.  
Following the success of last year’s event (despite the rain), we’re excited to bring back a nearly-
identical (but hopefully drier) event, renewing our focus on a safe, family-friendly atmosphere that will 
help celebrate Keene’s tradition, while keeping it local to the region.

We will begin our protocol process soon, but given the similarity to last year, we do not anticipate any 
major hurdles to creating another festival the city departments feel comfortable supporting.  We have 
met both before and after the 2023 festival with city department chairs and Keene State and have made 
a few adjustments to the timing we think will help reduce the burden on our city departments even 
further. We will continue to update required documentation as protocol moves forward, and if City 
Council would like these updates, we will happily provide them.

The high-level points from this year’s festival (changes from the 2023 festival in bold) are as follows:

- Requested street closures will include Main Street from Railroad Street to Central Square during 
Saturday October 12, the Central Square slip lane from Thursday, October 10 through Sunday 
October 13 (to allow for safe erection and disassembly of a tower), Railroad Street on Saturday, 
October 12, and the Central Square rotary lane and left northbound Main Street lane as-
needed between those days for pumpkin distribution from schools and loading of the tower.

- No counting of pumpkins will occur, nor will any Guinness attempts be made. We would like to 
emphasize this to not be a competition, but a community, and we feel this is a good way to 
accomplish this aim.

- All local elementary schools will be provided pumpkins and invited to carve and display them.
- Up to 12 non-profits will be selling food, and up to 20 craft vendors will sell their wares.
- Local businesses will once again host trick-or-treating for children, along with a “pumpkin 

passport” to encourage local shopping both on and off the footprint.
- Any promotion will be targeted specifically to Cheshire County and immediately adjacent region.
- Through conversation with KSC and City of Keene, the festival date has been coordinated to 

align with KSC fall break weekend to minimize college traffic and reduce strain on public 
safety resources.

We (and so many in the community), are excited to celebrate this festival downtown once again, and we 
are looking forward to working with the City of Keene and the City Council to continue our great 
tradition.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

The Let It Shine Board

Michael Giacomo
Chairman of the Board, Let It Shine
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February 12, 2024

To honorable Mayor and City Councilors, 

We are looking to create the event Crusin’ Mainstreet with Monadnock Ford as our main sponsor.
We want to bring 60 to 80 classic cars to Mainstreet in Keene Nh and bring folks from all over the 
region and beyond to explore our Mainstreet while checking out classic cars from all eras.
After many years we feel it is the right time to bring it back!

When: Sunday May 5th, 2024 from 8 am to 130 pm.

We are asking to take over a spot and a half per car that signs up from the event, and being on a 
Sunday we understand we have a chance to bring numerous people downtown on the first weekend in 
the spring after Keene state has left for the year.

We would start setting up at 6 am for the cars and be ready for them, and cars would start arriving 
from 8 am and leave around 130/2pm. We would leave downtown before evening and leave a minimal 
footprint afterwards, except many people still in the area.

We have met with City Staff, and they will be available to answer any questions.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions, please contact Luca Paris at 603-209-8885

Sincerely,

President/CEO - Great Monadnock Collaborative
603-209-8885
Luca@greatermonadnock.com
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CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.8. 

 
     
Meeting Date: March 13, 2024 
    
To: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee  
    
From: David Hickling, Airport Director 
    
Through: Elizabeth Dragon, City Manager 
     
Subject: Operating Rights Agreements with Monadnock Choppers - Flight Training 

- Airport Director 
     
  
Recommendation: 
That the City Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to execute an operating rights 
agreement with Monadnock Choppers to provide flight instruction at the Keene Dillant-Hopkins 
Airport. 
  
Attachments: 
None  
  
Background: 
Monadnock Choppers has been operating a successful flight training business at the airport since 
2020. As this operating rights agreement nears expiration, the owner has indicated that they would 
like to seek a new agreement to continue operating at the airport. Monadnock Choppers has become 
a valuable asset to the airport by providing essential services for airport users and facilitating airport 
growth and viability. 
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CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.9. 

 
     
Meeting Date: March 13, 2024 
    
To: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee  
    
From: David Hickling, Airport Director 
    
Through: Elizabeth Dragon, City Manager 
     
Subject: Operating Rights Agreement with Monadnock Choppers - Aircraft 

Maintenance Services - Airport Director 
     
  
Recommendation: 
That the City Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to execute an operating rights 
agreement with Monadnock Choppers to provide aircraft maintenance at the Keene Dillant-Hopkins 
Airport. 
  
Attachments: 
None  
  
Background: 
Monadnock Choppers has been operating a successful Aircraft Maintenance business at the airport 
since 2022. The owner has indicated that they would like to seek a new agreement to run 
concurrently with their flight training ORA. Monadnock Choppers has become a valuable asset to the 
airport by providing essential services for airport users and facilitating airport growth and viability. 
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CITY OF KEENE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
ITEM #A.10. 

 
     
Meeting Date: March 13, 2024 
    
To: Planning, Licenses and Development Committee  
    
From: David Hickling, Airport Director 
    
Through: Elizabeth Dragon, City Manager 
     
Subject: Airport Land Leases with Monadnock Choppers Associated with their 

Operating Rights Agreement - Airport Director 
     
  
Recommendation: 
That the City Manager be authorized to do all things necessary to execute airport ground leases with 
Monadnock Choppers for lots 16 and 17 to conduct business at the Keene Dillant-Hopkins Airport 
associated with their operating rights agreement. 
  
Attachments: 
None  
  
Background: 
Monadnock Choppers has been operating a successful Flight Training and Aircraft Maintenance 
business at the airport since 2020. The owner has indicated that they would like to seek a new lease 
agreement to run concurrently with their ORA. Monadnock Choppers has become a valuable asset to 
the airport by providing essential services for airport users and facilitating airport growth and viability. 
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ORDINANCE O-2024-03

CITY OF KEENE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty Four

AN ORDINANCE Relating to the Airport Development and Marketing Committee

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Keene, as follows:

Sec. 2-621. Membership.

(a) The airport development and marketing committee shall consist of eleven seven regular 
voting members. Members of the committee shall be city residents except when a 
special expertise is not otherwise available. No less than five voting members must be 
residents of the city. One member shall be the fixed-based operator at the airport. At 
least one of the voting members must reside in the Town of Swanzey, and one voting 
member must may be a member of the city council.

(b) The mayor, or his designee, shall be an ex officio member with a vote. The mayor, or his 
designee, shall not be counted as one of the minimum of five voting members who are 
residents of the city.

(c) The city manager or designee shall be an ex officio member a member without a vote.

(d) The airport director shall serve as the nonvoting chair. membership of the committee 
shall elect a chair, who shall be a city resident. The chair shall have a demonstrated 
interest in aviation and shall assume an active role in the development of the airport.

Sec. 2-622. Terms.

The terms for members of the airport development and marketing committee shall be for 
a period of three years.

Sec. 2-623. Relation to department.

The airport director will work with the committee to market and develop the airport.
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Sec. 2-624. Functions and guidelines.

In accordance with the provisions of applicable law, the functions and guidelines in this 
section are established for the conduct of the airport development and marketing committee. 
The committee shall:

(1) Take a proactive role in the development of the Keene Dillant-Hopkins Airport by 
collaborating with other city and local economic development efforts to implement 
the airport master plan.

(2) Serve as ambassadors for the airport both locally and regionally.

(3) Assume primary responsibility in developing and implementing various marketing and 
public relations programs regarding the benefits of the airport and aviation. These 
efforts should be aggressive and ongoing.

Jay V. Kahn, Mayor
In City Council March 7, 2024.
Referred to the Planning, Licenses and
Development Committee.

Assistant City Clerk
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